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—— Abstract

This study aimed to clarify challenges faced by education and child welfare professionals supporting young carers and
identify issues in inter-sectoral collaboration. A qualitative analysis of free-text responses from 29 participants in a training
session in Prefecture A revealed key concerns. In education, difficulties included “Cannot understand family matters from
children's behavior” and “issues beyond teachers’ responsibilities.” In child welfare, challenges involved “assessment
difficulties” and “lack of authority to intervene.” Both sectors recognized underdeveloped support systems at all stages of
assistance. These findings highlight the essential role of professionals such as school social workers in promoting effective
collaboration. They can bridge perspectives between sectors and coordinate with others to address families’ welfare needs.
Further research involving additional sectors is needed to develop a comprehensive, cross-sectoral support framework for

young carers.



