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The characteristics of barriers to consultation between
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Abstract

In children with severe motor and intellectual disabilities to the autonomous activities, there exists a significant requirement
for collaboration between school teachers and occupational therapists belonging to medical institutions, with a particular
emphasis on activating consultation. This study investigated the barriers that hinder consultation between school teachers and
occupational therapists belonging to medical institutions regarding the autonomous activities for children with severe motor and
intellectual disabilities. An open-ended, anonymized questionnaire survey on the barrier impeding consultation was conducted
among occupational therapists in various medical institutions across Japan. Through text-mining co-occurrence network
analysis of responses from 56 occupational therapists, five categories emerged. Subsequently, the following barriers to
consultation were identified: “highly structured obstacles stemming from prevailing circumstances and the complexities in
providing support to children with severe motor and intellectual disabilities within their respective establishments”; “barriers
arising from the cooperation among occupational therapists within their institutions and with other establishments”; and
“barriers emerging from collaboration between school teachers and other institutions involving occupational therapists affiliated

with medical institutions”. The presence of these barriers was indicated.





