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Onomatopoeia Being Used in Giving Guidance in Nursing Skills

—With the Focus on Giving Guidance in Life Assistance Skills—
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— Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify the actual use of onomatopoeia when nursing teachers give guidance in life assistance
skills. A questionnaire survey was conducted with 332 nursing teachers who consented to the survey. The subjects were asked
to identify onomatopoeic words which remind them of concrete images for each of the elemental activities (30 items) related to
life assistance skills. The result showed that the number of onomatopoeia used in teaching was 258 words with the total
number of 5,590. Words used include “soh” (gently) or “pittari” (fitting perfectly), both suggesting safety and comfort. The
survey indicates that the onomatopoeic words are used to complement the visual images of situations to show how actions,

which are not experienced so often in daily life, are carried out or how things are in surroundings.



