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— Abstract
This study examines the development of teaching style for two Chinese instructors of Japanese. We conducted class
observations and life history interviews from 2006 to 2019, covering the early-to-middle stage of their teaching careers. From
the class observations and life history interviews over these fourteen years, the following three observations were made.
1) Their teaching styles changes as their careers progressed. They closely followed teaching materials in their early stage of
their careers but started to form their own teaching styles in the middle stage.
2) Experiences that influenced their teaching styles include out-of-class activities in China and: a break from teaching to live
in Japan for a time.
3) The instructors’ views on learners strongly influenced their teaching styles. It is important for teachers to learn how to
balance teaching class materials and learners’ independent study activities outside of class.
Our long-term research on the instructors’ life histories shows that forming a teaching style is the main theme in the early and
middle stages of their teaching careers. The teaching style formed during these stages is modified and refined during their

teaching careers and established when they become expert language teachers.



