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A Study of Eating Function in Special School for
Intellectual Disabled Children
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— Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the eating function of children in intellectual disabilities special support school,
and to be conducted with the purpose of examining how the function changes over time. We carried out their feeding and oral
function assessment to 40 children of the special support school. The 24 members of these children were able to follow up for
three years. And we assessed by video of lip closure, tongue protrusion, cheek movement, mouth movement and so on. We also
assessed on daily sensory deviation, problem behavior, and postural exercise. As a result, about 40% of children enrolled had
immaturity in oral function. Many children had lip closure insufficiency, and weakness of chewing function was also observed.
The children with intellectual disability including Down syndrome has poor change, because they were children of higher grade
in elementary school. In Autism Spectrum Disorders, functional improvement was confirmed in higher grade in elementary

school. Moreover, many children remained with the weakness of lip closure as a subject.
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