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— Abstract

This research defines teachers’ “expertise” as a “multilayer goal structure”, and describes the results of case studies.
Previously, Koh et al. (2015) used class observations and life history interviews of three expert Japanese language teachers in
Taiwan to demonstrate that expert teachers have a “multilayer goal structure” consisting of three distinguishable layers: 1) one
or more concrete class objectives, 2) an image of a conversation class, and 3) the idea of human education. Based on the
hypothesis that all expert teachers have these layers in common, we undertook case studies on two expert teachers: an
elementary school teacher in Japan and a Japanese language teacher in Taiwan. We chose two teachers with totally different
teaching environments so that the cases would be as different as possible in order to find common features of “expert” teachers
and to compare the features with those of novice teachers. The abovementioned three-layer goal structure was found in both
the elementary school teacher and the Japanese language teacher. The first layer was a class objective, the second was a
curriculum and educational perspective, and the third was a perspective on learners and human education. Expert teachers not
only have this three-layer goal structure, but they also have consistency which enables them to respond to situations flexibly. In
addition, the life history interviews revealed that consciousness for human education was derived from how teachers

comprehend learners.
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