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Effect of Onomatopoeia Used in Instructive Language

When Demonstrating the Skill of Changing a Sleepwear
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— Abstract
PURPOSE : To reveal the effectiveness of onomatopoeia used in the instructive language when the teacher demonstrates the
skill of changing a sleepwear, in order to raise the level of skill acquisition by students.

METHODS : The 30 students, who had agreed to take part in the research, were divided into two groups; in one group,
onomatopoeia was used in the language during the demonstration (experimental group), while in the other group onomatopoeia
was not used (control group). A skill check for changing a sleepwear was performed before the experiment. It was confirmed
that there was no significant difference in the level of skill between the two groups. Then the teacher demonstrated the skill of
changing a sleepwear to each of the two groups. Each group was separately given 15 minutes to practice the skill for two
weeks, and then students’ skill of changing a sleepwear was checked.

RESULT : The total score of the post-check was 87.1 for the experimental group, while for the control group it was 76.5. It
was revealed that there was a significant difference (p<0.01) between the two. In total there were 25 items in the check sheet.
Out of these 25, the experimental group whose instructive language included onomatopoeia showed significantly higher level of
acquisition (P<0.01, p<0.05) in 14 items such as “remove a sleepwear easily and carefully” and “put on a new sleepwear easily
and carefully.”

DISCUSSION : Onomatopoeia can give sensory impression and it can freely express complicated things and delicate nuances.
Due to its function that makes it possible to describe action without words, instructive language such as “support the wrist joint
FUNWARI from under” is better than the simple “support the wrist joint from under,” because the former expression is more
closely associated with the soft image of action of supporting (FUNWARI is an onomatopoeic word in Japanese language that
indicates the status of being soft, gentle and careful). It is assumed that the students were able to acquire the skill so that they

can do the job more carefully.
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