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—Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to organize the preceding research on the definition of judicial social services, and
to reclarify the essence of the study of judicial social services and their target domain.

Judicial social services are one field of social welfare study as was advocated by Sachio Yamaguchi in the 1960s.
From the 1970s to the first half of the 1980s, in confrontation to the amendments of Juvenile Law, the study of
judicial social services was aimed at the construction of theory and practice, which unites specialists who are
involved in the protection, reform, education and welfare of youth.

The Japan Society of Judicial Social Services was born in November, 2000. An annual research magazine has
been published. From its contents, we can understand that the field of research for judicial social services has
spread ; now covering domestic violence, law breaking caused by mental disorders, and the protection of those
who are receiving social welfare services.

Judicial social services make the role of the judicial system, and the collaboration of executive, civilian and
judicial agencies applicable to research, with the goal of producing the “happy lifestyle” (the purpose of social
welfare). Therefore the domain of research is as follows :

1) Delinquency and crime

2) Children, their family and social welfare services

3) Aged persons, handicapped persons, their family and social welfare services
4) Victims of crime

5) Use of judicial services for socially vulnerable groups

One reason the study of judicial social services is needed, is that the concept of the “happy lifestyle” has
become broader. Another reason is that the need for adjustments of rights among clients, and with their

associates have increased.
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