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Make me a willow cabin at your gate,
And call upon my soul within the house ;
Write loyal cantons of contemned love,
And sing them loud even in the dead of night ;
Hallow your name to the reverberate hills,
And make the babbling gossip of the air
Cry out “Olivia !” O, you should not rest
Between the elements of air and earth
But you should pity me |
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One face, one voice, one habit, and two persons,
A natural perspective, that is and is not !

(V.1 216-7)
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REFLECTIONS OF NINAGAWA THE TWELFTH
NIGHT in KABUKIZA :
A Comparative Study of KABUKI and Shakespeare
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Abstract

Cultural and political backgrounds have had an influence on the performance and the adaptation of plays. In
Japan Kabuki came into being in the Age of Discovery and developed to meet the requirements and the fashions of
those days.

In 2005, NINAGAWA Yukio directed Japanese Shakespeare, NINAGAWA THE TWELFTH NIGHT in a
Kabuki style. It was the first Kabuki performance of The Twelfth Night in Kabukiza, Tokyo. Ninagawa is a
famous director, who made his first appearance on a theatre as a defiant director. He thinks discovering himself is
the core of his artistic struggle. Therefore he has used various tactics to reflect life in representing his dramatic
world. Some of his mis én scene include mirrors on a stage and cherry blossoms.

In the opening scene of NINAGA WA The Twelfth Night the audience was confronted by their own reflections
in huge mirrors on the stage. They were invited into the world as a stage, theatrum mundi. This scene reflects the
tableau of the birth of Kabuki, duplicates of Kabuki and Shakesperea’s plays, and double images of reality and
appearance.

The Twelfth Night is a comedy of mistaken identities and festive disorders. Feste, a clown, plays an important
role to hold up mirrors to nature. In the Kabuki version ONOE Kikunosuke played the three parts of the
protagonists, that is, Biwahime, Shishimaru and Shuzennosuke.. In an unguarded moment Shishimaru, a disguised
page, speaks in a female voice. Through his appearance we can see his/her reality. Kabuki is a stylized play by
Kabuki players who have trained their own styles.

The mirrors in Kabukiza reflect the difference and analogy between Kabuki and Shakespeare’s plays in the

global age.
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