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Researchers in Japan are conducting a clinical trial to determine if immunotherapy for cancer patients can be enhanced by
using intestinal bacteria. This innovative study is a collaboration between the National Cancer Center Japan* and Juntendo
University, focusing on treatments for stomach and esophageal cancer. Previous studies conducted overseas have indicated
that patients who do not respond to immunotherapy drugs often have an imbalance in their intestinal bacteria. To address this,
the research team plans to transplant bacteria from healthy individuals into patients before administering immunotherapy
drugs. The primary objective of this trial is to verify the safety and efficacy of this method with 45 patients over the next three
years. Shoji Hirokazu from the National Cancer Center Hospital expressed hope that the trial will reveal the specific types of
intestinal bacteria that patients need to benefit from drug treatments, ultimately providing more treatment options for cancer
patients.
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